
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Date: 20th November 2025 

Organization: The Islamic Medical Association of South Africa (IMASA) 

IMASA PUBLIC STATEMENT & PRESS RELEASE On the Disciplinary Action Against Dr Tlaleng 
Mofokeng 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful  

The Islamic Medical Association of South Africa (IMASA) issues this public statement to 
clarify our position regarding the disciplinary sanction imposed on Dr Tlaleng Mofokeng, 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health.  

IMASA maintains that professionalism, dignity and respectful communication are values we 
uphold. While we do not promote the use of profanity by medical professionals, we 
emphasise that ethical concerns around tone must not be confused with professional 
misconduct — particularly when the comments were made in response to grave, verified 
humanitarian violations.  

Dr Mofokeng’s remarks occurred during a period of unprecedented attacks on Gaza’s 
healthcare system: over 1,400 healthcare workers killed, hospitals destroyed, ambulances 
bombed, premature infants dying due to lack of power, and children undergoing surgery 
without anaesthesia. These findings are documented by the World Health Organization, 
United Nations agencies, and major global medical bodies.  

In her role as UN Special Rapporteur, Dr Mofokeng is obligated to: • Monitor violations of 
the right to health • Raise the alarm when healthcare workers or health facilities are 
attacked • Act independently without fear of reprisal • Defend human dignity and access to 
healthcare  

International humanitarian law — including the Geneva Conventions, Additional Protocol I, 
UN Security Council Resolution 2286, and the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights — requires the protection of medical personnel and obligates 
professionals to speak out when such protections are violated. Medical neutrality is not 
optional; it is a legal and ethical duty.  



 

 

Her comments must therefore be understood within the context of ongoing investigations 
by the International Criminal Court (ICC) and proceedings at the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) regarding allegations of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. A 
humanitarian response to mass suffering cannot be equated to unprofessional conduct.  

The sanction against Dr Mofokeng risks silencing doctors who raise legitimate concerns 
about violations of international law. It creates a precedent where emotional distress in the 
face of human catastrophe is punished, while the violations themselves remain 
unaddressed. This is inconsistent with medical ethics, constitutional rights, and South 
Africa’s commitment to justice.  

IMASA affirms that: • Professional regulation must protect patient safety and ethical 
conduct — not suppress conscience • Advocacy for dignity, life, and the protection of 
healthcare workers is a medical duty • Context matters when speech is related to ongoing 
humanitarian crises • Doctors must not be discouraged from defending the vulnerable 

IMASA has formally written to the Health Professions Council of South Africa requesting a 
reconsideration of the disciplinary sanction, outlining the constitutional, ethical, and 
international law concerns raised by this decision.  

We stand firmly on the principle that a doctor cannot be punished for defending life — 
particularly when healthcare workers and health systems themselves are under attack. 

May Allah guide us towards justice, truth and the protection of human dignity. Islamic 
Medical Association of South Africa (IMASA) For life. For dignity. For justice. For ethical 
medical practice. 
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